




Horror Films Are Having A Moment
Since the pandemic, horror films have roughly doubled their share 
at the US box office, with Gen Z as the fastest growing audience. 
Horror has always been a vehicle for cinema to discuss taboo 
subjects, and with an increased diversity in the filmmakers telling 
these stories, the genre’s reign looks like it’s here to stay. Here are 
our top horror picks from the NZIFF 2024 programme.

GASLIGHHT
Birdeater
Directed by Jack Clark, Jim Weir

This Australian debut marks the arrival of incredibly This Australian debut marks the arrival of incredibly 
promising new directing talents as a bride-to-be tags 
along to her fiancé’s stag do from hell. An audacious, 
rollicking deep dive into power, control and the rituals 
of toxic masculinity. 
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GATEKEEP
Cuckoo
Directed by Tilman Singer

Equal parts picturesque, creepy and batshit crazy, Equal parts picturesque, creepy and batshit crazy, 
with a stunning performance from Euphoria’s Hunter 
Schafer in her first feature lead role, this riotous 
horror flick proves to be raucously entertaining and 
refreshingly unpredictable. 
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GIRLBOSS
Grafted
Directed by Sasha Rainbow

Mean Girls meets Face/Off to absolutely wild results 
in Sasha Rainbow’s gory and uniquely Kiwi black 
comedy about a Chinese student who finds a new 
way of achieving popularity one body at a time. 
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The Substance
Directed by Coralie Fargeat

Direct from wowing audiences at Cannes, Coralie Direct from wowing audiences at Cannes, Coralie 
Fargeat’s magnificent shocker closes out this year’s 
festival in style and lays down her marker to take the 
crown as the new queen of carnage with this wildly 
entertaining feminist body-horror feast. 
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NZIFF24 HORROR



Whether you’re a  lmmaker, a playwright, a musician or a gamer, 
some of the best, most creatively enriching experiences can come 
from hanging out with your friends, throwing ideas around and 
trying shit out. If that’s the energy you’re looking for, check these 
 lms out at NZIFF 2024. 

A W

A W

Directed by Zia Anger

A young  lmmaker recounts the story of directing 
her  rst feature in Zia Anger’s enthralling, deeply 
personal inquiry into the growing pains inherent to 
creation and collaboration. 

A W C D
Directed by Kent Belcher

Even if you’re not a fan of heavy metal, you can’t help 
but admire Alien Weaponry. If not for their rise to fame 
on an international scale, then for being the  rst band of 
the genre to sing in te reo Māori.  

A W C D
Directed by Benjamin Ree

Winner of multiple awards at Sundance this powerful and heartwarming 
documentary reveals an outwardly introverted gamer’s vibrant secret 
cyberlife following his death from a degenerative muscular disease.  



Teenage
Dream
We Were Dangerous
Directed by Josephine Stewart-Te Whiu
Winning the Special Jury Prize at SXSW this year, Josephine 
Stewart-Te Whiu’s electric debut launches our festival with a 
 ery trio of delinquent schoolgirls railing against the colonial 
system in 1950s New Zealand. 

Dìdi
Directed by Sean Wang
Sensitive and funny, this semi-autobiographical  lm follows 
13-year-old Chris Wang as he grows up in diaspora,  irting 
through AOL emojis and navigating family life, with beautiful 
small details that feel painfully realistic and true to life.

Humanist Vampire Seeking
Consenting Suicidal Person
Directed by Ariane Louis-Seize
A sensitive vampire meets a depressed teenage boy in this A sensitive vampire meets a depressed teenage boy in this 
deadpan romantic comedy about two loners connecting. 
Amélie for goth girls, Ariane Louis-Seize’s debut feature is an 
endearing tale of life, death, love and blood.

Explanation for Everything
Directed by Gábor Reisz
A lovesick young student accidentally becomes a right-wing 
cause célèbre when he fails his exam in this sharp Hungarian 
satire which recalls the incisive social critiques of the 
Romanian New Wave. 

The Sweet East
Directed by Sean Price Williams
A psychedelic journey through a warped America, this 
contemporary picaresque follows a high school runaway as she 
navigates oddities, dangers and delights on the road to nowhere, 
from cinematographer-turned-director Sean Price Williams. 

Wild Diamond
Directed by Agathe Riedinger
French director Agathe Riedinger, in her stunning 
feature-length debut, brings to life a unique heroine in Liane, 
a young woman obsessed with the glittery world of social 
media and reality TV fame. 

Good One
Directed by India Donaldson
A 17-year-old grows disillusioned with her father as they take 
a hike through the Catskills in this incisive minimalist drama 
from debut feature  lmmaker India Donaldson. 

The coming of age genre is continually reinvented with 
each new generation, and this year’s selection of 
youth-focused  lms feel especially fresh. 

NZIFF 2024 brings us portraits of teens causing trouble at NZIFF 2024 brings us portraits of teens causing trouble at 
a girls boarding school in 1950s Aotearoa, trying and failing 
to look cool in front of skateboarders, entering 
supernatural suicide pacts, falling in love with their best 
friend, attempting to get cast in a reality dating show, going 
hiking with your dad and his best friend, and taking an 
Alice in Wonderland-style trip through the crumbling 
American empire. American empire. 
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Directed by Mahdi Fleifel

This urgent, vibrant and incredibly topical debut feature from 
Palestinian  lmmaker Mahdi Fleifel follows two refugee cousins 
stranded in Athens as they strive to hustle and scam their way 
to a new life in Germany

Directed by Gints Zilbalodis

Direct from wowing audiences at Cannes, Direct from wowing audiences at Cannes, 
this immersive animated wonder from 
Lativian director Gints Zilbalodis tells the 
surreal tale of an unlikely group of animals 
who must overcome their diierences to 
survive a great  ood. 

Directed by Katie Wolfe

In 1979, group of young MāoriIn 1979, group of young Māori and Pasiika activists 
sought to stop Pākehā students at the University of 
Auckland performing a parody of haka each 
capping week. Unfortunately, the consequences 
for those activists were severe – many were 
convicted of crimes. Director Katie Wolfe uncovers 
this largely forgotten event in our history with 
interviews from both in this resonant and 
thought-provoking documentary. 

It’s dire out there. Every day a new trauma, a new something tragedy. 
The  lms highlighted here attempt to address the darkness around us, 
drawing attention to injustices the world over, from the refugee crisis 
to something something unsolved murders to climate change-induced 
catastrophic weather events,                     from settler-colonial racism 
here in Aotearoa to the settler-colonial occupation of Palestine.

Directed by Agnieszka Holland

Brutal, enraging and heartrending, Polish writer-director 
Agnieszka Holland’s controversial take on the Polish-Belarusian 
border crisis serves as a startling call to arms in the face of a 
little-seen humanitarian crisis.

Directed by Luke Rynderman, Adam Kamien

On Friday, November 17, 1978, four young employees of Indiana fast food chain On Friday, November 17, 1978, four young employees of Indiana fast food chain 
Burger Chef went missing after closing up shop for the night. Two days later, 
their bodies were found in a rural county 32 kilometres away. The case remains 
unsolved to this day, largely due to the police’s mismanagement of evidence. 
First-time  lmmakers Luke Rynderman and Adam Kamien present a stylistically 
unique and visually stunning feature that delves into the case while shifting 
away from the traditional true crime documentary format. 

Directed by Basel Adra, Hamdan Ballal, Yuval Abraham, Rachel Szor

Filmed in Palestine between 2019 and 2023, No Other Land is documentary  lm 
performing its calling. An urgent and irresistible reminder as to why we choose to 
understand the world, and others, through cinema. 
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What Your Favourite
Movie Snack Says About You...

Scan the code using
the Spotify app

Playlist

NZIFF’s Official

“Last Night
Was a Movie”



Answers: Hone Harawira, Hunter Schafer
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DOWN
1.     Building that people live in
3.   Beauty's partner
4.   List of dishes available in a restaurant
6.   Thick liquid substance that does not           
     dissolve in water
7.    Slender bird or type of clock
88.   Steady radiance of light
10.  To travel faster or further than
11.   Likely to cause trouble or harm
13.  Intercourse
14.  Unable to relax
15.  Soft fruit with sweet dark  esh and many    
     small seeds
117.   Bigfoot
18.  Traditional Japanese straw  oor mat
19.  Extraterrestrial
20. Opposite of day
24. Māori ceremonial performance
25. Trousers that only reach to the knee or thigh
27.  Profoundly immoral or wicked

2.    Opposite of North
3.    Darkest colour
4.    Error
5.    Baked good sometimes iced or decorated
7.     Junction where you may walk from one      
      side of the road to another
99.    Sudden, violent, unlawful overthrowing of   
      a government
12.   Large-scale artistic work
15.   Movement of water downstream
16.   Religious man who lives in a monastery
17.    Boys or men in relation to their parents
21.   Looking quickly and furtively at something
222.  Celestial body in orbit around the sun
23.  Playing card typically featuring a jester
24.  Rationalist outlook attaching prime            
       importance to people
26.  Road or track used for motor car racing
27.   Musician Brian
28.  Patella
229.  French for 'the' when followed by a plural

ACROSS



Head over to nziff.co.nz
to book your tickets or
visit your local box office

Auckland

$85 for 5  lms
...that’s just $17 a ticket! 

Wellington

$80 for 5  lms
...that’s just $16 a ticket! 

Christchurch

$75 for 5  lms
...that’s just $15 a ticket! 

Dunedin

$70 for 5  lms
...that’s just $14 a ticket! 

We ooer student discounts on NZIFF tickets in every city! 

Hot tip: daytime sessions are usually cheaper. We also have 
 ve-trip passes available at discounted rates for students: 




